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Social Equity

12.1

Purpose

The concept of social equity pertains to the idea that equal access to opportunity and quality of life
should be accessible by all communities, regardless of income, race, location or other factors.
Promoting and achieving social equity requires acknowledgement of minority and low-income
communities that have historically faced great hardship in comparison to other communities. Port
Hueneme is a city with a diverse population that encompasses many ethnic backgrounds and
income levels. The Social Equity Chapter will address inequities among the City of Port Hueneme’s
population by describing the disproportionate social, economic and environmental burdens that
some of the City’s population faces. This chapter is especially focused on environmental justice (EJ),
which seeks to seeks to minimize effects of environmental hazards across all communities
regardless of income, ethnicity or racial composition. Recent state legislation, including Senate Bill
1000 (SB 1000), has emphasized the role of environmental and social justice in urban planning.

12.2

Regulatory Context

The State of California has adopted several regulations that pertain to environmental justice and
social equity in planning. The following describes relevant policies and legislative requirements.

Senate Bill 1000
Also known as the Planning for Healthy Communities Act, Senate Bill (SB) 1000 was enacted in 2016
and provides a framework to examine social equity and environmental justice during a General Plan
update. SB 1000 addresses the inequitable distribution of pollution and associated health effects in
low-income and minority communities by requiring local governments to identify Disadvantaged
Communities (DACs) and create goals, policies and programs to promote environmental justice. The
requirements of SB 1000 specifically seek to reduce health risks in DACs, promote greater civil
engagement and prioritize programs that address the disproportionate burdens in DACs.
According to SB 1000, a DAC is defined as:
“An area identified by the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) pursuant
to Section 39711 of the Health and Safety Code or an area that is a low-income area that
is disproportionately affected by environmental pollution and other hazards that can
lead to negative health effects, exposure, or environmental degradation.”
The first half of this definition refers to the State Health and Safety Code and establishes
DACs as those identified by the CalEPA as being the top 25 percent of highest scoring census
tracts (i.e. 75th or higher percentile of scores) in the California Communities Environmental
Health Screening Tool (CalEnviroScreen). The second half allows local governments to
identify DACs using their own methods.
SB 1000 requires jurisdictions that identify DACs pursuant to the above definition to address
the following topics within a General Plan (California Environmental Justice Alliance [CEJA]
2018).
▪

Pollution Exposure and Air Quality

▪

Public Facilities
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▪

Food Access

▪

Residential Safety

▪

Physical Activity

▪

Community Engagement

▪

Programs to address needs of DACs

Assembly Bill 617
Assembly Bill (AB) 617, enacted in 2018, seeks to improve air quality in disadvantaged communities
by directing Air Quality Management Districts to implement retrofit control technology to reduce air
pollutants generated by heavy machinery, deploy additional air monitoring systems and implement
plans to reduce emissions in DACs. The Community Air Protection Program, authorized by AB 617
and implemented by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) in partnership with local air districts,
provides incentive funding for projects that reduce exposure to critical air pollutants and toxic air
contaminants in the communities most impacted by air pollution. The Ventura County Air Pollution
Control District identified census tract 6111004400, composed of Port Hueneme’s Ventura East and
Ventura West neighborhoods and identified in Figure 12-3, as a candidate community for funds
from the Community Air Protection Program (VCAPCD 2018).

Senate Bill 379
SB 379, enacted in 2015, requires the incorporation of climate adaptation and resiliency strategies
when General Plan safety elements are updated. Preparation of the updated safety element must
include a vulnerability assessment identifying climate change related risks, goals that pertain to
climate adaptation and resilience, and associated policies, objectives and implementation measures.
The requirements of SB 379 are intertwined with SB 1000 in that both pieces of legislation require
the assessment of a community’s vulnerabilities and development of policies to address them.

Senate Bill 535
California’s statewide greenhouse gas emissions cap and trade program funds the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund (GGRF) through the sale of emission permits among regulated entities. SB 535,
enacted in 2012, requires that 25 percent of the GGRF must be dedicated towards disadvantaged
communities. SB 535 also directed CalEPA to identify DACs, which the agency defines as census
tracts that score in the top 25 percentile of CalEnviroScreen.

12.3

Community Setting

The following describes existing conditions in Port Hueneme that pertain to social equity and
environmental justice. Factors discussed include City practices and plans related to social equity
issues, racial and ethnic composition, household income, and the presence of DACs in the City.

Local Practices and Plans
Community Engagement
The City promotes community engagement by maintaining a calendar of public meetings and other
municipal events on its website, posting documents related to City affairs on its website and
providing opportunities for public comment on City decision making. In 2015, the City founded a
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non-profit known as Recreation, Education Arts and Culture in Hueneme (REACH) to financially
support various programs and encourage improved civic engagement. REACH is now a community
governed organization focused on raising funds to support recreational cultural and educational
activities in the City (REACH 2018).
The City has recently prioritized enhancement of community involvement. In 2017, the City adopted
a Strategic Action Plan, which contained a number of actions to prioritize community involvement.
Specifically, the Strategic Action Plan recommends:
▪

Creation of a citizen advisory committee to engage in the decision making process with the City
Council

▪

Periodically holding town hall meetings in community spaces outside of municipal facilities

▪

Evaluation of ways to improve communication with public, such as more regular updates to the
City’s website and greater use of social media

▪

Upgrading digital recording capability for City Council meetings

The City is currently in the process of updating its Strategic Action Plan, which should be completed
by the end of summer 2020.
Water Quality
In collaboration with the City and Naval Base Ventura County – Port Hueneme (NBVC-PH), the Port
Hueneme Water Agency (PHWA) manages the City’s water supply and provides water treatment
capabilities. PHWA regularly monitors water quality pursuant to applicable standards. The City
annually prepares a Consumer Confidence Report, which is mailed to residents. As of 2018, water
supplied to customers in the City met all State and Federal standards for water quality (City of Port
Hueneme 2018).
Parks and Recreation Improvements
The City is in the process of updating its Parks, Recreation and Community Services Master Plan,
which was last revised in 2003. The updated plan will address access and beautification of
beachfront areasand necessary improvements to recreational and community amenities. This
process will involve substantial community input to identify priorities related to parks, recreation
and community services.

Community Characteristics
Race and Ethnicity
The California Department of Finance (DOF) estimates that as of January 2020, Port Hueneme had a
population of 23,607 persons (DOF 2020). The population of the City is comprised of multiple racial
minorities and ethnic groups. Table 12-1 shows that people identifiying as Hispanic or Latino of Any
Race comprise 58.1 percent of the City’s popoulation as of 2018. Collectively, 73.5 percent of the
population is of a non-white racial background. People identiyfing as white comprise 26.5 percent of
population.
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Table 12-1

Port Hueneme Racial/Ethnic Composition: 2018

Race/Ethnicity

Percent of Total Population

Hispanic or Latino of Any Race

58.1%

White

26.5%

Asian

6.1%

Black

4.3%

American Indian or Alaska Native

0.1%

All other Non-Hispanic

4.9%

Total

100.0%

Source: SCAG 2019

Household Income
Income levels are an important socioeconomic factor related to environmental justice, because low
income communities are more likely to be exposed to pollution. In addition, low income
communities tend to be more susceptible to environmental pollution and suffer from greater health
effects (OEHHA 2017). In 2018, the median household income in the City was $65,352, which is
approximately 20 percent below the median household income of Ventura County of $81,972.
Approximately 38 percent of households in the City earned less than $50,000 annually as of 2018
(SCAG 2019). In 2018, a four-person household earning a household income of less than $50,700
was considered very low-income in Ventura County (Department of Housing and Community
Development [HCD] 2018).
Disadvantaged Communities
This report uses the third edition of CalEnviroScreen, jointly developed by the Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) and CalEPA as the primary tool to screen for and
identify DACs. CalEnviroScreen is a science-based tool that uses existing environmental, health, and
socioeconomic data to rank census tracts based on 20 distinct indicators. Indicators are grouped
into the following four component categories (OEHHA 2017).
▪

Exposures are indicators based on measurements of different types of pollution that people
may come into contact with.

▪

Environmental Effects are indicators based on the locations of toxic chemicals in or near
communities.

▪

Sensitive Populations are indicators that measure the number of people in a community who
may be more severely affected by pollution because of their age or health.

▪

Socioeconomic Factors are indicators based on conditions that may increase peoples' stress or
make healthy living difficult and cause them to be more sensitive to pollution’s effects.

The four categories are ultimately summed into two primary metrics, Pollution Burden and
Population Characteristics, which are multiplied together to calculate the overall CalEnviroScreen
score and percentile (OHEEA 2017). In general, the higher the score, the more impacted a
community is by pollution burdens and population vulnerabilities. A list of indicators included in
CalEnviroScreen is shown in Figure 12-1 and the calculation formula is shown in Figure 12-2.

4

Port Hueneme General Plan Background Report
Social Equity

Figure 12-1

CalEnviroScreen Indicators

Source: OEHHA2017

Figure 12-2

CalEnviroScreen Formula

Source: OEHHA 2017
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CalEnviroScreen 3.0 Results for Port Hueneme
Census tracts, as designated by the United States Census Bureau, are the geographic basis for
CalEnviroScreen results. The City is composed of the following four census tracts, as mapped in
Figure 12-3:
▪
▪

▪
▪

Tract 6111004200: The eastern portion of the City, consisting primarily of low-density
residential neighborhoods; includes the Pearson Park and Bubbling Springs neighborhoods.
Tract 6111004304: The northern most portion of the City, consisting of medium- and highdensity residential neighborhoods and commercial development; includes the Bolker Park
neighborhood.
Tract 6111004305: The central and western portions of the City, consisting of NBVC-PH and the
Port of Hueneme.
Tract 6111004400: The southeastern portion of the City, consisting of a combination of low-,
medium- and high-density residential neighborhoods, commercial and industrial uses and open
space; includes the Ventura West and Ventura East neighborhoods.

Table 12-2 shows the overall CalEnviroScreen score and a percentile range for each census tract and
the Pollution Burden and Population Characteristic scores. Census tracts are placed into percentile
ranges for overall scores and each indicator based on how their scores compare other census tracts
in California. A higher percentile generally corresponds to a greater level of impact in a given census
tract. As shown, census tract 6111004305 (NBVC-PH and Port of Hueneme) has the lowest overall
score at 16, but a relatively high pollution burden in the 77th percentile. All other census tracts have
an overall score of 25 or higher and fall into an overall score percentile range of 50 or greater.
Census tract 6111004400 (Ventura East and Ventura West neighborhoods) has the highest overall
score and pollution burden percentiles, indicating that it is relatively more impacted in comparison
to other census tracts. To geographically illustrate CalEnviroScreen percentile ranges, Figure 12-3
shows a map of Port Hueneme census tracts with percentile ranges applied to each one.
Table 12-2

Port Hueneme CalEnviroScreen Overall Scores
Overall Score

Overall Score
Percentile Range

Pollution Burden
Percentile

Population
Characteristics
Percentile

6111004200

25

50-55%

45

49

6111004304

29

55-60%

37

66

6111004305

16

25-30%

77

13

6111004400

36

70-75%

84

52

Census Tract

Source: OEHHA 2018

As shown, none of the City’s census tracts are in the 75th percentile or higher. Therefore, no portion
of the City is considered a DAC according to Section 39711 of the California Health and Safety Code.
Nonetheless, the City considers promoting environmental justice and social equity as key priorities
of the General Plan Update. The following sections of this report contain issue specific analysis and
discussion, using CalEnviroScreen indicator scores, as a basis to identify the social, economic and
environmental burdens most prevalent in the City. Given that environmental justice and social
equity are interconnected with other issues addressed in other chapters of this Background Report,
information is drawn from other chapters where appropriate. This chapter concludes by identifying
key issues and opportunities drawn based on the subsequent analysis and discussion.
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Figure 12-3

Port Huememe CalEnviroScreen Percentiles
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12.4

Pollution Exposure

Exposure to pollution is a central EJ issue. Communities that come into contact with greater levels of
pollutants in air and water are more likely to experience a variety of adverse health effects, as
characterized below.

Pollutant Sources in Port Hueneme
As described in Chapter 6, Air Quality, the primary sources of air pollution in Ventura County are onroad and off-road mobile sources, which generate approximately 45 percent of daily ROG emissions
and approximately 90 percent of daily NOX emissions (CARB 2016). To a lesser extent, air pollution is
attributed to stationary sources and areawide sources. In the City, the major local air pollution
sources are on-road vehicles, off-road mobile sources associated with freight and goods movement
at the Port of Hueneme, and industrial land uses.
Agricultural activities also represent a source of pollution in the vicinity of the City. Although no
agricultural uses are present in the City, use of pesticides on nearby agriculture fields can still result
in exposure in the event that pesticides drift when they are applied (VCAPCD 2020). The nearest
agricultural fields to the City lie approximately 0.6 mile to the northwest of the City’s northern
boundary and 0.75 mile southeast of the City’s eastern boundary. Runoff from agriculture areas is
also a known source of water pollution in Ventura County, as fertilizers and other compounds
applied to fields may runoff with field drainage (Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
n.d.).

CalEnviroScreen Exposure Indicators
CalEnviroScreen exposure indicators are based presence of different types of pollution that people
may come into contact with. The following indicators compose the Exposure category (OEHHA
2017). Scores for each indicator are presented in Table 12-3 and discussed below:
▪

Ozone: Ground-level ozone is created by chemical reactions between oxides of nitrogen and
volatile organic compounds produced by cars, energy plants and industrial operations. Ozone
pollution is known to trigger wheezing and shortness of breath and can worsen asthma
symptoms (VCAPCD 2003). Groups most sensitive to O3 include children, the elderly, people
with respiratory disorders, and people who exercise strenuously outdoors. CalEnviroScreen
scores indicate moderate ozone presence in Port Hueneme, with all census tracts scoring in the
40th percentile.

▪

PM2.5: Particulate Matter no more than 2.5 microns in diameter (PM2.5) is generally associated
with combustion processes as well as formation in the atmosphere as a secondary pollutant
through chemical reactions. Elevated levels of PM2.5 can cause respiratory stress and decreased
lung function and increase the risk of long-term disease (VCAPCD 2003). CalEnviroScreen scores
indicate moderate PM2.5 presence in Port Hueneme, with all census tracts scoring in the 41st
percentile.

▪

Diesel PM: Diesel particulate matter (DPM) is emitted by diesel engines and it is considered a
Toxic Air Contaminant (CARB 2019). DPM impacts are characterized by carcinogenic risk and by
chronic (i.e., long duration) and acute (i.e., severe but of short duration) effects on human
health. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate a moderate to high presence of Diesel PM, with census
tracts scoring between the 34th and 87th percentiles. Census tract 6111004400 (Ventura East and
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Ventura West neighborhoods) and census tract 6111004200 score the highest, which can likely
be attributed to the routing of trucks from the Port of Hueneme through the area.
▪

Pesticides: Pesticides applied in agricultural areas can drift into neighboring communities and
cause illness and, in some cases, longer-term health conditions such as birth defects or cancer.
CalEnviroScreen scores indicate a high presence of pesticides for two of Port Hueneme’s census
tracts, with census tracts scoring in the 61st and 70th percentiles respectively in the tracts that
include the NBVC-PH and Bolker Park neighborhoods.

▪

Traffic: Although California has established strict standards for vehicle emissions, major roads
and highways can cause air pollution and noise in residential neighborhoods. Automobile
exhaust contain toxic chemicals that can cause cancer, make it difficult to breath, and cause low
weight and premature births. Children who live or go to schools near busy roads have higher
rates of asthma and other lung diseases than children in areas farther from roads.
CalEnviroScreen scores indicate a relatively low impact of traffic in the City, with census tracts
scoring between the 11th and 20th percentiles.

▪

Drinking Water Contaminants: Chemical and bacterial contaminants are routinely detected in
drinking water and result from agricultural operations, natural sources or other sources.
CalEnviroScreen scores for drinking water contaminants indicate that they are a concern for the
City’s water supply, with census tracts scoring between the 65th and 70th percentiles. Given the
City’s proximity to agricultural fields, runoff from fertilizer and pesticide drift likely contributes
to these relatively high scores.

▪

Toxic Releases: Facilities that make or use toxic chemicals can release these chemicals into the
air. People living near facilities may breathe contaminated air regularly or periodically in the
event that contaminants are released during an accident. CalEnviroScreen scores show that
toxic releases are a concern in the City, with census tracts scoring between the 47th and 99th
percentiles.

Table 12-3

CalEnviroScreen Scores for Exposure Indicators
Percentiles

Census Tract

Ozone

PM 2.5

Diesel PM

Pesticide Use

Traffic

Drinking
Water
Contaminants

Toxic
Release

6111004200

40

41

75

0

13

65

66

6111004304

40

41

34

70

17

65

47

6111004305

40

41

68

61

20

70

61

6111004400

40

41

87

0

11

65

99

Source: OEHHA 2018

12.5 Environmental Contamination
Environmental contaminants threaten the safety and wellbeing of communities and the natural
resources that they may depend on. The presence of toxic compounds is associated with a variety of
land uses and industrial operations that can impacts to health, air quality and water quality.
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Environmental Contamination Sources in Port Hueneme
As described in Section 8, Safety, a wide variety of products and compounds that are considered
hazardous or toxic are used in households, commercial businesses, and industrial operations and
processes. Leaking underground storage tanks (LUSTs) and former industrial and commercial sites
can expose the community and environment to hazardous materials. Industrial and commercial
activities sometimes utilize hazardous and toxic chemicals for operations, and spills or mishandling
of these materials can result in site contamination.
The City does not contain a substantial number of hazardous material sites under the jurisdiction of
the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Site Cleanup Program, or hazardous waste sites
under the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) Site Cleanup Program. There are four
open or active cleanup sites in the City that have not already been remediated or closed. Of the
four, two are LUST cleanup sites. Contaminants present at these sites include gasoline, diesel, other
petroleum products, volatile organic compounds and naphthalene. Additionally, there is one active
Military Cleanup Site in the Port of Hueneme with an open remediation status as of September 2014
containing potential contaminants including chlordane, copper, lead, other metals, polychlorinated
biphenyls, and polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons.
In addition to existing environmental contamination, hazardous materials, such as petroleum
products. are used and transported as a result of industrial operations at the Port of Hueneme and
NBVC-PH. Transportation of hazardous materials to and from these locations could lead to release
of hazardous materials.

CalEnviroScreen Environmental Effects Indicators
CalEnviroScreen Environmental Effect Indicators describe the presence of toxic compounds and
hazardous materials in a community. The following indicators comprise the Environmental Effect
category (OEHHA 2017). Scores for each indicator in Port Hueneme’s census tracts are presented in
Table 12- 4 and discussed below.
▪

Solid Waste Sites: Solid waste facilities are places where household garbage and other types of
waste are collected, processed, or stored. Landfills, transfer stations, and composting facilities
are considered solid waste sites. These facilities can release air pollutants and impact water
quality if compounds present in refuse leach into soils. CalEnviroScreen scores show that solid
waste sites have a relatively low impact in Port Hueneme, with census tract scoring in the 39th
percentile or lower.

▪

Cleanup Sites: Cleanup sites are places that are contaminated with harmful chemicals and
require remediation to remove the contaminants. People living near these sites are more likely
to be exposed to chemicals from the sites than people living further away. As described above,
hazardous material cleanup sites are present in the City, which is reflected by the
CalEnviroScreen scores for cleanup sites, with census tracts scoring in the 87th percentile or
lower.

▪

Groundwater Threats: Hazardous chemicals are often stored in containers on land or in
underground storage tanks. Leaks from these containers and tanks can contaminate soil and
pollute groundwater. Common pollutants of soil and groundwater include gasoline and diesel
fuel from gas stations, as well as solvents, heavy metals and pesticides. As described above,
underground storage tanks are present in and around Port Hueneme, which is reflected by the
high CalEnviroScreen scores for groundwater threats, with census tracts scoring between
the84th and 99th percentiles.
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▪

Impacted Water Bodies: Streams, rivers and lakes are used for recreational purposes and may
provide water for drinking or agriculture. When water is contaminated by pollutants, the water
bodies are considered impaired. CalEnviroScreen scores are low to moderate for impacted
water bodies, with census tracts scoring in the 41st percentile or lower.

▪

Hazardous Waste: Wastes created by commercial or industrial activity can contain chemicals
that may be dangerous or harmful to health. Only certain regulated facilities are allowed to
treat, store or dispose of this type of waste and are distinct from cleanup sites. Hazardous waste
includes a range of different types of waste, including household compounds, such as
automotive products, and waste materials produced by factories and businesses. As described
above, hazardous waste is generated by operations in the City. Census tracts score in the 66th
percentile or lower.

Table 12- 4

CalEnviroScreen Scores for Environmental Effect Indicators
Percentile

Census Tract

Solid Waste
Sites

Cleanup Sites

Groundwater
Threats

Impacted Water
Bodies

Hazards Waste

6111004200

0

75

89

0

9

6111004304

20

0

84

0

0

6111004305

0

92

99

41

26

6111004400

39

87

99

49

66

Source: OEHHA 2018

12.6

Physical Activity and Public Heath

Many adverse public health outcomes related to obesity and poor air quality may be preventable
through integrated planning at the local level. Evidence has shown that built environment factors
play an important role in supporting healthy behavior and reducing rates of chronic diseases and
obesity. For example, improved active transportation infrastructure, better accessibility to
recreational open space, and the development of more walkable communities enhance
opportunities for physical exercise and thereby result in a reduction of obesity rates, along with
chronic diseases associated with physical inactivity (SCAG 2019).

Physical Activity
According to data from the California Health Interview Survey, the obesity rate in the City was 29.8
percent, which was higher than the Ventura County rate of 23.8 percent. The same survey reported
that approximately 33.1 percent of the City’s population engaged in substantial physical activity
(walking a minimum of 150 minutes per week) versus 41.2 percent countywide (SCAG 2019).
Access to facilities that provide opportunities for recreation and physical activity is critical to
promoting a healthy community. To encourage bicycle and pedestrian activity, a municipality should
provide an adequate amount of bicycle lanes and sidewalks that provide access to desired
destinations and enhance citywide connectivity. As described in Section 5, Conservation and Open
Space, The City currently has 12 miles of pedestrian and bicycle pathways. The Bubbling Springs
Recreation Corridor serves as the City’s primary pedestrian and bicycle pathway. This corridor
includes one marked bicycle path and a lane system that links Bubbling Springs Park to the beach.
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Major pedestrian activity is generally limited to usage of the Beach Park. Both Bubbling Springs Park
and Moranda Park are linked to the beach by pedestrian access routes via the Bubbling Springs
Recreation Corridor. Bolker Park, however, is not connected to the beach via pedestrian or bike
routes.
There are 3.8 miles of bike lanes along five different roads throughout the City. Class I and Class II
bike paths are present on major thoroughfares in the eastern and northern portions of the City,
such as Ventura Avenue and Channel Islands Boulevard (See Figure 5-2, in Section 5, Conservation
and Open Space). However, residential neighborhoods not immediately adjacent to these major
thoroughfares lack direct connection with bike facilities.
Parks are another municipal feature that provide opportunity for recreation and physical activity. As
described in Section 5, Conservation and Open Space, there are seven parks in the City spread
throughout the City’s various neighborhoods (See Figure 5-1). In total, there are approximately 90
acres of park space present in the City, making the park to population ratio approximately 3.8 acres
of park land for every 1,000 residents.

CalEnviroScreen Sensitive Populations Indicators
CalEnviroScreen Sensitive Populations indicators measure the number of people in a community
who may be more severely affected by pollution because of their age or health. The following
indicators comprise the Sensitive Populations category (OEHHA 2017). Scores for each indicator in
Port Hueneme’s census tracts are presented in Table 12-5 and discussed below.
▪

Asthma: Asthma is a disease that affects the lungs and makes it hard to breathe. Symptoms
include breathlessness, wheezing, coughing, and chest tightness. Environmental factors are
associated with onset of symptoms, with air pollutants being a known trigger of asthma attacks.
Asthma is the most common long-term disease in children. African Americans and people with
low income visit hospitals for asthma more often than other groups. CalEnviroScreen scores for
Asthma are low to moderate in Port Hueneme, with census tracts scoring between the 9th and
57th percentiles. According to data from the California Health Interview Survey, 10.3 percent of
the City’s population has been diagnosed with asthma (SCAG 2019).

▪

Cardiovascular Disease: Cardiovascular disease refers to conditions that involve blocked or
narrowed blood vessels that can lead to a heart attack or other heart problems. Heart attacks
are the most common cardiovascular event. Quality of life and long-term survival may be
reduced after a heart attack, and survivors are more prone to future cardiovascular events.
There are many risk factors for developing cardiovascular disease including diet, lack of exercise,
smoking and exposure to air pollution. CalEnviroScreen scores for cardiovascular disease are low
to moderate in Port Hueneme, with census tracts scoring between the 11th and 56th percentiles.
According to data from the California Health Interview Survey, 5.7 percent of the City’s
population has been diagnosed with heart disease (SCAG 2019).

▪

Low Birth Weight: Babies who weigh less than about five and a half pounds at birth are
considered low weight. A variety of factors, including poor nutrition, lack of prenatal care, stress
and smoking by the mother, can increase the risk of having a low birth-weight baby. Living in a
neighborhood where health care and healthy food are not available can increase the incidence
of low birth weight. Mothers who are exposed to pollution from traffic, industry or agriculture
are more likely to bear low weight babies. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate that low birth
weights are of concern in Port Hueneme, with census tracts scoring between the 4th and 77th
percentiles.
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Table 12-5

CalEnviroScreen Scores for Sensitive Population Indicators
Percentile

Census Tract

Asthma

Cardiovascular Disease

Low Birth Weight

6111004200

54

51

46

6111004304

47

41

77

6111004305

9

11

4

6111004400

57

56

55

Source: OEHHA 2018

12.7

Food Access

Consumer choices about food spending and diet are likely to be influenced by the accessibility and
affordability of food retailers, travel time to shopping, availability of healthy foods and food
prices. Some people and places, especially those with low income, may face greater barriers in
accessing healthy and affordable food retailers, which may negatively affect diet and food
security. Food insecurity refers to the state of being without reliable access to a sufficient quantity
of affordable and nutritious food.

Access to Fresh Produce
As shown in Figure 12-4, the City has a total of nine grocery stores that sell fresh produce are inside
the City limits or within one half mile of the City boundary. Of the grocery stores shown, only two
are within the City limits, with one located in the northern portion of the City and the other located
in the southeastern portion of the City. Areas shaded in red illustrate portions of the City that are
within one half mile of a grocery store that sells fresh produce. Although this distance could easily
be overcome with access to a car, a half mile generally represents a distance that is considered
walkable for those who cannot readily access transportation. Residential areas around Bolker Park
and in the Pearson Park and Bubbling Springs neighborhoods are not within one half mile of a
grocery store that sells fresh produce.

Proximity to Fast Food
Many people have access to vehicles and therefore, a wide variety of food sources to choose from,
they may choose a healthy food option even though this option may be farther away than a fast
food restaurant. However, studies have shown that having fast restaurants near schools particularly
in disadvantaged areas can lead to higher obesity rates among school children (Davis and Carpenter,
2009; Turbutt et al., 2019).
As shown in Figure 12-4, there are a total of 12 fast food restaurants inside the City limits or within
one half mile of the City boundary. Of those, eight are within the City limits.

Food Pantries
As shown in Figure 12-4, only one food pantry, operated by the Evangelistic Missionary Baptist
Church, is present in Port Hueneme. This pantry is only open on the third Tuesday of every month
from 11 AM to 1 PM (foodpantries.org, n.d.). Other food pantries with more frequent hours are
present in Oxnard.
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Farmer’s Markets
The City does not currently have a farmer’s market. One farmer’s market, the Channel Islands
Harbor Farmers Market, is shown to the west of the City in Figure 12-4. This farmers market occurs
once per week in Oxnard.
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Figure 12-4

Food Access in Port Hueneme
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12.8

Socioeconomic Factors

At the nexus of other concepts and issues discussed in this chapter are socioeconomic factors. The
burdens associated with certain socioeconomic factors can result in increased vulnerability to
environmental pollutants, poor health and inability to access high quality food sources.

CalEnviroScreen Socioeconomic Factor Indicators
CalEnviroScreen Socioeconomic Factor indicators are indicators based on conditions that may
increase people’s stress or make healthy living difficult and cause them to be more sensitive to
pollution’s effects. The following indicators comprise the Socioeconomic Factor category (OEHHA
2020). Scores for each indicator in Port Hueneme’s census tracts are presented in Table 12-6 and
discussed below.
▪

Poverty: If a person or family’s total income before taxes is less than the poverty level, the
person or family are considered in poverty. The poverty level is based on the size of the
household and the ages of family members. For a family of four, the 2018 federal poverty was
an annual household income of $25,100 (US Department of Health and Human Services 2018).
Members of low-income communities are more likely to be exposed to pollution and to suffer
from health effects as a result of that exposure than residents of higher income communities.
When people cannot afford healthy living and working conditions, nutritious food and necessary
medical care, health can be adversely impacted. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate a moderate
impact of poverty in Port Hueneme, with census tracts scoring between the 37th and 66th
percentiles. Data from the American Communities Survey (ACS) indicates that approximately
2,635 persons or 12.5 percent of the City’s population were below the federal poverty level as
of 2018 (US Census Bureau 2018a).

▪

Unemployment: The US Census Bureau counts people who are over 16 years old, out of work
and able to work as unemployed. People who are unemployed may have no health insurance or
medical care. Poor health can in turn make it hard for someone to find work or to remain in a
job. Stress from long-term unemployment can lead to chronic illnesses, such as heart disease,
and can shorten a person’s life. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate a low to high impact of poverty
in Port Hueneme, with census tracts scoring between the 24th and 87th percentiles.
Unemployment data shows that during 2019 and the first two months of 2020, the
unemployment rate in the City was between three and four percent. However, the
unemployment rate had risen to 13.9 percent as of April 2020 due to the COVID-19 public
health crisis (Employment Development Division [EDD] 2020).

▪

Educational Attainment: Educational attainment is the highest level of education a person has
completed. People with more education usually earn more than people with less education.
People with more education are more likely to have better health and live longer and more
educated communities tend to be less polluted. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate a variable
education attainment in Port Hueneme, with census tracts scoring between the 5th and 78th
percentiles. ACS data indicates that among the City’s population that is 25 years and older,
approximately 1,753 persons or 12.3 percent have completed less than 9th grade and
approximately 1,156 persons or 8.1 percent have not earned a high school diploma (US Census
Bureau 2018b).
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▪

Linguistic Isolation: Linguistic isolation is a term used by the US Census Bureau for limited
English speaking households. Adults who are not able to speak English well often have trouble
talking to the people who provide social services and medical care. As a result, they might not
get the health care and information they need. Linguistically isolated households may not hear
or understand important information when there is an emergency such as an accidental
chemical release or impending natural disaster. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate variable
linguistic isolation in Port Hueneme, with census tracts scoring between the 13th and 54th
percentiles. ACS data indicates that approximately 386 households or 5.9 percent of all
households in the City are limited English speaking, meaning that no household member 14
years or older speaking English only or very well. Of limited English-speaking households, 269
households or 69.7 percent speak Spanish as the primary language at home (US Census Bureau
2018c).

▪

Housing Burden: Housing burdened low income households are households that are both low
income and highly burdened by housings costs. California has very high housing costs relative to
much of the country, which can make it hard for many to afford housing. Households with lower
incomes may spend a larger proportion of their income on housing and may suffer from
housing-induced poverty. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate moderate to high housing burden in
Port Hueneme, with census tracts scoring between the 45th and 80th percentiles.

Table 12-6

CalEnviroScreen for Socioeconomic Factor Indicators
Percentile

Census Tract

Poverty

Unemployment

Educational
Attainment

Linguistic Isolation

Housing
Burden

6111004200

47

24

78

47

45

6111004304

51

87

61

54

80

6111004305

66

N/A1

5

13

80

6111004400

37

33

57

42

66

Source: OEHHA 2018.
N/A: Not applicable
1 This census tract is encompassed by Ventura County Naval Base and is not included in CalEnviroScreen.

12.9 Issues and Opportunities
The following list identifies issues and opportunities related to social equity and environmental
justice that can be addressed in the General Plan update:
▪

The City is located adjacent to the Port of Hueneme and the NBVC-PH, both of which are
sources of local air pollution, including Diesel PM. In addition, several residential areas of the
City are located near industrial land uses and the Port of Hueneme, which may be sources of air
pollution. As described in Section 6, Air Quality, the current General Plan Air Quality Subelement does not include policies that address integrated cross-jurisdictional air quality and
land use planning. The findings in this Chapter underscore the importance of including policies
and programs in the General Plan Update that support cross-jurisdictional planning to reduce
exposure to air pollution in the most burdened residential areas. Policies and programs could
include: coordinating with the Port of Hueneme and NBVC-PH to reduce stationary sources of
air pollution by implementing more efficient operation processes and electrifying energy use
and equipment where feasible, assessment and alteration of truck routes designated by the
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Port of Hueneme to reduce air pollution generated by trucks in residential areas, transitioning
diesel trucks to electric or alternative fuel models where cost-effective, and promoting the use
of passenger electric vehicles among residents by installing additional electric vehicle charging
stations.
▪

Although no agricultural land is present in the City, actively cultivated fields are located to the
northwest and southeast. Pesticides can drift from these nearby field into the City’s residential
areas, potentially causing adverse health effects. The findings discussed in this section
demonstrate that the presence of pesticides is a concern and the General Plan Update could
establish policies and programs to address pesticide drift from nearby agricultural operations. A
potential course of action could be to engage with nearby agricultural operators and the
Ventura County Agricultural Community implement practices to control pesticide drift.

▪

The existing General Plan Public Safety and Facilities Element does not contain specific policies
that pertain to protecting water quality from contaminants and water quality data is not readily
available. The General Plan Update could establish policies and processes to monitor and
protect water quality. Policies and programs could include: providing more frequent and more
accessible information about water quality and engaging with the Port Hueneme Water Agency
to review contingency plans in the event that water quality is degraded.

▪

Overall health and opportunity for physical activity are of concern in the City, as demonstrated
by Port Hueneme’s higher obesity rate and lower rate of physical activity in comparison to
Ventura County as a whole. The existing network of pedestrian and bike facilities do not connect
the entirety of the City. Only certain areas have Class I or Class II bike facilities. Together with
the ongoing update of the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Master Plan, the General
Plan Update should establish policies and processes that support future improvement of
pedestrian and bike facilities. This includes identifying what areas are in need of additional
facilities and developing a plan to create additional facilities. Expansion of these facilities into
residential areas that lack existing access to recreational infrastructure represents a key
opportunity to promote physical activity.

▪

Although several grocery stores are present within the City, not all neighborhoods are within
one half-mile of a store that sells fresh produce. Furthermore, the City only has one food pantry
with limited hours and does not have a farmer’s market. The General Plan update should
establish policies and programs to expand access to fresh foods in areas where it is not already
readily accessible due to distance or affordability. These policies can include ideas such as:
promoting the development of affordable health food stores in the City, evaluating the potential
for a farmer’s market, having special transit to existing farmer’s markets, and coordinating with
Ventura County Public Health for participation in other food access.

▪

The City has recently prioritized the enhancement of public engagement opportunities, through
a Strategic Action Plan, which called for new opportunities for public engagement in City
decision making and improved communication with residents. However, additional efforts to
engage with minority communities, especially households that speak limited or no English, need
further consideration. The General Plan could establish policies and processes to expand public
engagement opportunities and improve the accessibility of City information and documents,
especially for Spanish speaking communities. Potential policies and programs could include:
providing copies of key City documents and notification of public meetings in Spanish in the
City’s website and conducting town hall meetings specifically for Spanish speakers to gather
input from community members that would not otherwise be able to provide it.
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